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reports in C.J., 4 March 1765 and 14 April 1766, supplemented by incidental information
from the Sessions Papers. See also the model cash-book of a London mercer for January
1725 in Defoe's Complete English. Tradesman, 1728, supplement, pp. 46-67. The mercer
buys lengths of silk from various weavers, and occasionally from madders, who, it
may be noted are women. He also buys a bale of thrown silk. See also notes 65 and 83
below.
(64)	1695: 'A weaver with £20 may set a loom at work which will employ his family,
and the piece being made may be ready money with which, and the increase of the prime
stock, he may employ more looms.* (The Weavers Answer to the Objections made by the
Lustrings Company*)
1761: 'Some of the masters only keep a loom or two at work and such a master may
set up with £50 or £100. But there are others who are great dealers and employ from
£500 to £5,000 in trade. These last require from £20 to £100 with an apprentice who will
be chiefly employed in the counting-house.' (Collyer, op. cit., p. 250.)
 (65)	Sessions Papers, February 1733. (Case of Harry FowL)
 (66)	C.J., 14 February 1739—40 and 16 January 1749—50.
 (67)	Proposals for establishing a Charitable Fund for the City of London . .. 1706,
P-I3-
 (68)	A Brief State of the Question between the Printed and Painted Calicoes and the
Woollen and Silk Manufacture... 1719, p. 41. cf. the position of the domestic weaver in
1826; 'the employer of these domestic weavers has no occasion for fixed capital, and credit
being too often a cheap commodity, he can furnish the material for weaving with little or
no circulating capital, and when a glut arises in the market, such employers and employed
are immediately involved in one common mass of misery.' (Morning Chronicle, I May
1826.)
 (69)	W. Hale, A Letter to Samuel Whitbread, Esq., M.P., 1806.
 (70)	Mr John Peregol, a master-weaver working for the be-spoke trade, that is working
to order for the mercers, gave evidence that 'good workmen may earn from 155. to iSs.
per week*. (C.J., 4 March 1769.) Campbell (1747), says a journeyman weaver may earn a
guinea or iSs. if constantly employed. But these earnings would be subject to heavy-
deductions. 'T.S.,* a weaver in London, instances the lowness of the wages of weavers
and other textile workers throughout the country to controvert the cry that 'if we want a
trade we must work cheaper*. He adds: 'take our silk-weavers, and do they get more than.
ids. or I2S. per week and pay two boys out of it, unless they make rich works which take
a month or six weeks before they get a penny'.
Reasons Humbly offered for passing the Bill for the Hindring the Home Consumption of
East India Silks ... [1697?]
Weaving wages were low at least from the seventeenth century, cf. Heaton, "The
Assessment of Wages in the West Riding of Yorkshire in the seventeenth and eighteenth
. centuries.' Economic Journal, xxiii, p. 545 ff. and the basic reason seems to have been that
given by the Norwich weavers to the Hand-loom Commissioners: * If weavers are wanted
... they may be struck into existence in a month; some branches ir>ay be done by boys and
girls, and what can be done by a boy can never reach above a boy's wages.' (This did not
apply to certain branches of silk-weaving, but even these were influenced by the ease with
which other branches were learned.) Report of the Hand-Loom Commissioners, 1840,
xxiii, p. 156.
 (71)	A Further Examination of the Weavers* Pretences ... 1719, p. 13.
 (72)	Report... 1840, XXIV, p. 716. Evidence of W. Bresson of Daniel Street, Orange
Street, Spitalfields, examined by Mr Hickson, 1838.

